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As we celebrate the success of Great Mills

High School, we must not forget the partner-
ships the school has forged with the commu-
nity. Through a joint initiative called ‘‘Partner-
ships for Success’’, students have had the op-
portunity to become involved in all aspects of
the St. Mary’s County community. Whether
taking advantage of after school tutoring by
personnel at nearby Patuxent River Naval Air
Station, working in a cooperative program with
a local business, taking classes at St. Mary’s
College through the Charlotte Hall Fellowship
Program, or volunteering with the Special
Olympics, Great Mills students are an impor-
tant and vital resource to the County.

Today, Great Mills offers a richly diverse
student body the same valuable opportunities
in education and extracurricular activities, as it
did seventy years ago. Whether students
choose to go on to pursue a bachelors de-
gree, join the workforce, or serve our country
in the Armed Services, all of them possess a
solid high school education and a firm founda-
tion for succeeding in life.

While the surrounding region has trans-
formed, the quality of the Great Mills graduate
has not. Thanks to a hard working faculty, a
strong network of parent volunteers, a student
body of academic achievers and a caring
community, graduates continue to excel. Their
academic success can be measured in their
career choices—championship coaches, test
pilots, doctors, Congressmen, olympians and
teachers. All of them have gained their edu-
cational foundation in the classrooms of Great
Mills High School.

In the coming years, the list of outstanding
graduates is certain to grow. Great Mills is
poised and ready to give its students a quality
education as we approach the new millen-
nium. While the Southern Maryland region
continues to lead the State in growth, the $14
million dollar expansion and renovations of the
school are sure to ease the pressures of a
growing student body. With a first rate faculty,
new computer and science labs, superior ath-
letic facilities and expanded capacity, students
have all of the tools necessary for the future.
The dedication of the new and expanded
Great Mills High School represents a true
Celebration of Community. Congratulations
and best wishes to the students, faculty, staff
and to each and every one of the individuals
dedicated to the future of Great Mills High
School.
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
during Armed Forces Week to recognize a
truly outstanding member of my district, Mr.
Robert W. Braeger, whose dedication in both
his military and civilian careers has led to his
being named this year’s recipient of the Lance
Sijan Award from the Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles.

Enlisting in the US Army Air Corps in 1942,
Mr. Braeger flew 29 missions over France and
Germany including 2 anti-personnel missions
over Normandy on D-Day. The remarkable
contributions of his military career were noted

by several prestigious awards. These include
the Air Medal with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters, Euro-
pean theater ribbon with 2 major battle stars,
a Presidential Citation awarded to the 34th
Bomb Group for an outstanding raid over Han-
over, Germany, and the Normandy Freedom
medal.

Mr. Braeger’s distinction in service contin-
ues to be recognized after the war by such
awards as the Department of the Army, Com-
mander’s Award for Public Service as well as
a Citation for Public Service from the Veterans
of Foreign Wars 1994.

Currently Civilian Chairman of the Milwau-
kee Armed Services, Bob’s leadership tran-
scends his military career and carries into his
community involvement. In addition to his inte-
gral involvement in Milwaukee Boys & Girls
Club and the Boys & Girls Club of America,
Mr. Braeger has been a trustee for both the
Milwaukee Lutheran Hospital and the War Me-
morial Corporation Board.

Bob’s professional career exhibits remark-
able examples of dedication and leadership.
As chairman of the Braeger Company of Wis-
consin, he has received such prestigious
awards as the Time Magazine Quality Dealer
Award as well as the Wisconsin Dealer of the
Year in 1993.

A heartfelt congratulations to Robert
Braeger as the 1998 recipient of the Lance
Sijan Award, presented to him on May 14,
1998.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, last night
Members from both sides of the aisle stood to-
gether in their commitment to doubling our na-
tion’s investment in biomedical research at the
National Institutes of Health. I wasn’t able to
join them last night but want to add my voice
to theirs in support increasing support for the
NIH.

Disease is not a Democratic or a Repub-
lican issue. It is a human issue. Bad health
can strike any one—man or woman, old or
young, rich or poor, of any religion or race or
background.

We know that scientists are on the cusp of
extraordinary breakthroughs to treat and cure
deadly diseases like cancer which kill hun-
dreds of thousands of people a year—a very
real plague on our society. With just a little
more time and research funding, we can make
huge strides into treating—and preventing—
debilitating conditions like diabetes, asthma
and Parkinson’s. With enough scientific re-
search, we can make Alzheimer’s disease a
plague of the past and improve the quality of
life for millions of senior citizens and the fami-
lies who love and care for them.

But all of this promising, life-saving research
costs money. We can’t just sit back and hope
that treatments and cures fall into our hands.
They won’t. If we want to cure, and prevent,
deadly diseases, we need to make a long-
term investment into biomedical research.

That begs an important question: where will
the money come from to cure cancer, to solve
the mysteries of Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
disease, to end diabetes?

And increasing our knowledge of basic
science does us no good if we don’t put it to
use in hospitals, in doctor’s offices—and in
programs to prevent disease in the first place.
Right now we spend only one percent of a tril-
lion dollar health care budget on prevention.
But again—prevention programs do us no
good if people do not have access to health
care. And today, 44 million Americans, many
of them working full time, still can not afford
access to quality health care.

I strongly believe that we should use funds
from tobacco legislation to pay for health re-
search.

For years, the tobacco industry lied to the
American people—and people around the
world—about the addictiveness and health
consequences of smoking. Tobacco compa-
nies paid for biased research that concluded
smoking doesn’t cause cancer. Tobacco ex-
ecutives pressured scientists to suppress im-
portant new findings about the negative health
consequences of smoking—and even worse,
buried research showing how to avoid those
health problems.

In 1993 alone, Americans spent more than
$50 billion to treat health problems associated
with smoking. It is only right that a portion of
the funds from any tobacco settlement goes to
improve health care and cure the diseases
that cigarettes caused.

The Smoke-Free and Healthy Children Act,
which I introduced in the House and which
Senator KENNEDY introduced in the other
body, is the only piece of legislation right now
which increases funding for the NIH and pro-
vides a source of revenue for those funds. By
raising the price of cigarettes by $1.50 a pack,
we will not only put smoking further out of the
reach of children—which is our overriding goal
with any piece of tobacco legislation—but we
will raise $10 billion a year for NIH research.

At a time when we are operating under
enormous budget constraints, and working to
continue our investment in health research
without busting the budget agreement, the
Smoke-Free and Healthy Children Act pre-
sents us with the perfect solution. Raise
money for health care while reducing teen
smoking. It makes perfect sense.

I thank my colleagues again for organizing
this special order to give us the opportunity to
speak about the importance of doubling our in-
vestment in finding treatments and cures for
disease. I urge my colleagues to support in-
creased funding for the National Institutes of
Health by supporting the Smoke-Free and
Healthy Children Act.
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute in memory of Clayton Hunter
Huey. Clayton was born on December 27,
1989 to Lisa and Chuck Huey. According to
Lisa, Clayton was a ‘‘bouncy, very active baby
boy with beautiful brown eyes and a heart of
gold.’’ Early on in Clayton’s life, his parents
noticed that he acted differently than did his
two brothers. At about three years of age,
Clayton was diagnosed with Attention Deficit
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